
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

2019 PEAK Award Honouree 
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The Association of Women in Finance is proud to honour Susan Chortyk with the 2019 PEAK Award in the category 
of Lifetime Achievement. 
 
After graduating from UBC in 1978 with a Bachelor Degree in Mathematics, Susan began her career  at Watson Wyatt 
(“WW”) as a junior associate in actuarial support. Through her exemplary 30-year career with WW, she rose up the 
ranks into progressively more senior leadership roles while simultaneously completing her actuarial exams. In 1995, 
Susan became a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries, a Fellow of the Canadian Institute of Actuaries, and WW’s only 
female actuary west of Toronto. In the early 2000s, Susan had an opportunity to work with WW’s largest multi-
employer pension plan (“MEPP”), a role that was supposed to be temporary. However, through her hard work and 
competence, Susan maintained the account and set the foundation for what would become an actuarial area of 
expertise for Susan, critical to the next phase of her career. 
 
In late 2007, Susan co-led the purchase of the MEPP business from WW and formed PBI Actuarial Consultants Ltd. 
(“PBI”). Susan helped to grow PBI from a company of 21 associates, $7.8 million in revenues and 20 initial clients, to 
an enterprise of 85 employees, $16.6 million in revenues and over 100 clients across three provinces. Susan retired 
as President of PBI in July 2018. 
 
Susan paved the way for career opportunities for women in her field, helping to mentor and champion many young 
women into senior leadership roles at PBI and other financial firms. Susan was instrumental in forming a unique 
culture at PBI, one that encouraged the concept of work-life balance without discrimination based on gender. By the 
time of Susan’s retirement, 60 percent of employees, 40 percent of leadership, and 50 percent of actuaries at PBI 
were women.  
 
A passionate leader in her community, Susan has volunteered in a number of local and national roles in the Anglican 
Church, including as treasurer for her local parish, a member of the Diocesan finance committee and a member of 
the investment sub-committee of the National Anglican Church. Each year, Susan makes 2,500 jars of jam, jellies and 
pickles that she donates to raise money for church programs in her community. 
 
Please join us in celebrating Susan’s accomplishments at the PEAK Awards Gala on May 15, 2019. 
Congratulations, Susan! 

 


